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Commission puts 22 projects on hold 


he Oregon Transportation Commission at its 

June meeting decided to suspend preliminary 
development work on 22 state highway projects 
slated for construction after 2001, until the outlook 
for construction funding is clarified. The 
_ improvements would cost an estimated $277 million 
to build. 

At the same time, the commission authorized 

continued development on seven projects for which 
planning is partially completed, or for which local or 


other funds are available for development work to 
continue. 

Henry Hewitt, commission chairman, said that 
the suspended project development work could 
begin again in 1999 or 2000 without causing major 
delays, but only if construction funds become 
available. 

“Future advancement of the projects will depend 
upon the outlook for available funding or alternative 
sources for development funding,” Hewitt said. 


Crews from Metro Rebar tye rebar in 
preparation for the concrete pour on the 
eastbound lanes of the Emigrant Hill-Poverty 
Flats construction project on Interstate 84 near 
Cabbage Hill. The rebar is needed to reinforce 
the more than 48,000 cubic meters — the 
equivalent of 6,000 dump trucks — of concrete 
that will be poured before the project’s 
completion in November 1999. According to the 
crew foreman, “A strong back isn’t all you need 
for this job, but it sure helps.” 


The completed project will have new concrete 
travel lanes, an additional eastbound lane for 
slow-moving traffic, wider shoulders, and 
increased visibility around corners. 


The action was in response to an October 1997 
letter from Gov. John Kitzhaber that asked the 
commission to stop preliminary development of 
new highway construction projects for which 
funding is not certain. The projects are on ODOT’s 
drawing board, but they are unfunded and not yet 
scheduled for construction. Some are in the early 
design phase, while others still are in the idea stage. 

“We agree with Governor Kitzhaber,” Hewitt said. 
“Our top priority is to preserve and maintain the 
transportation system we presently have. As a result, 
current funding levels will limit the amounts 
available for new construction.” 

Hewitt acknowledged that some improvement in 
the funding picture could occur as a result of the 
recently enacted federal transportation bill known as 
TEA-21. 

The commission studied each project on 
ODOT?’s future development list. The commission 
considered the cost of new construction projects 
compared to the need to maintain and preserve 
existing roads and bridges. 

“Spending money to keep highways in good 
shape is the most prudent move,” Hewitt said. 


(Written by Ed Schoaps, outreach coordinator, 
503/986-3425.) W 


ODOT launches new travel information website 


G etting around Oregon is a little bit easier 
now with ODOT’s new Internet travel 
information service. 

Net surfers can click to enter the “ODOT 
Travel Adviser” from the department’s Internet 
home page or go there directly at this address: 
http://www.odot.state.or.us/roads. 

The new service, which opened to the public June 
15, provides a selection of maps of Oregon and 
buttons to navigate around the state and its modes 
of transportation. Here’s what users will find when 
they click an area on the map or a button to change 
modes of transportation: 

> Localized National Weather Service forecasts 

updated automatically. 

> Traffic camera images updated several times 

per hour. 

> ODOT weather station reports updated 

several times a day during the colder seasons. 
> Summer construction and maintenance 


locations that affect traffic flow, updated as 
projects progress or are completed. 

> Routes, links and schedules for intercity bus 

services. 

> Routes and links for intercity passenger rail 

through the state. 

P Detailed location information for Oregon’s 

100 or so airports open to public use. 

> Locations and contact information on the 

state’s ports of entry for truckers. 

This web service is the first phase of a travel 
information project that will eventually include 
more traffic cameras and other real-time data, such 
as traffic volume counts. 

This first phase will be a learning experience and 
customer response test to help ODOT develop a far 
more robust and rich system in the coming years. 

The second phase will be designed to feed 
information not only to the website, but also to a 
telephone information tree and perhaps even kiosks 


located at major travel hubs, such as rest areas, truck 
stops and tourist sites. 

The goal of the service is to help travelers use 
Oregon’s existing transportation infrastructure 
more efficiently. If they know about maintenance 
delays or snow on a mountain pass before they leave 
home, travelers will plan trips accordingly. This 
benefit was demonstrated last fall with the 
introduction of the Santiam Pass camera. 

ODOT website editor David House designed the 
Travel Adviser, with page development assistance by 
Myra Marker from the Information Systems Branch. 
Tim Burton of ISB created the program that 
automatically updates the weather.and road report 
information. Chuck Larsen, also of ISB, coordinated 
the technical challenges. And, David Neys of Region 
4 and Dennis Mitchell of Region 1 have greatly 
enhanced not only the Travel Adviser but also 
ODOT’s overall website popularity with their 
pioneering efforts with traffic cameras. © 


Commuters to test High Occupancy Vehicle lane 


or some drivers along a heavily congested 
Pees of Interstate 5 in Portland, a 
commuter’s best friend soon will be a diamond 
—a diamond lane that is. 

This October, Region 1 plans to begin a 6 to 9 
month test of a High Occupancy Vehicle lane, 
also known as a diamond lane, on northbound 
I-5. The dedicated lane will allow buses, motor- 
cycles and passenger cars with two or more 
occupants to reach their destinations much 
faster during rush hour. 

The pilot project will 
designate the inside lane of 
northbound I-5 between 
roughly the Fremont and 
Interstate bridges as an HOV 
lane from 3-6 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays. The lane 
opens to regular traffic all 
other hours. 

“We believe people who 
use the HOV lane will see 
their commute time reduced 
as much as seven minutes 
during afternoon rush hour,” 
said Dennis Mitchell, region 
traffic engineer. “That’s quite 
a time savings when you 
consider it’s only in place 
along a 3.5-mile section of 
freeway.” 


Aeronautics 
brokers fire 
fighting 
agreement 


() regonians may soon see the burned out 
Shell of an airplane traveling the state’s 
highways. 

Working with 11 commercial service 
airports during the past several months, the 
Aeronautics Section has facilitated an 
agreement for them to share a mobile fire 
fighter training unit. Airport staff will tow the 
model from one location to another. 

The unit will be used by airport fire fighters 
in the individual communities to help them 
train for aircraft fires. A replica of an airplane, 
the unit uses propane to simulate an aircraft 
fire. Such training is necessary for airports to 
meet Federal Aviation Administration training 
requirements. 

According to State Airports Manager Ann 
Crook, Oregon was in jeopardy of losing 
$900,000 in federal funds for the unit unless all 
airports could reach agreement. Crook 
proposed several possibilities. Eventually, the 
Eugene Fire/EMS Department offered to 
provide $100,000 in local matching funds to 
purchase the unit and agreed to create a 
training program. 

Crook also proposed forming an advisory 
board representing all 11 airports. The group 
will oversee the scheduling and future expenses 
for the unit. Participating airports are located 
in Astoria, Corvallis, McMinnville, Salem, 
Eugene, Medford, North Bend, Redmond, 
Pendleton, Klamath Falls and Newport. 
(Written by Monte Turner, Transportation 


Development public information representative, 
503/986-4180.) 


An ODOT contractor will make improve- 
ments along the section to accommodate the 
extra lane. Work includes reconstructing the 
shoulder, widening, striping, adding new signs, 
moving existing highway signs and utility poles, 
and building parking pads for police patrol cars. 

A similar HOV lane placed on the emergency 
shoulder was used along the route last fall as a 
traffic mitigation measure when repairs closed 
the I-5 northbound bridge. Minor widening is 


ODOT randomly surveyed 128 Portland and 
Vancouver residents this past May, and found that 
75 percent of the I-5 corridor commuters surveyed 
favor the HOV pilot project. About 40 percent — 
said they would carpool or use the HOV lanes if — 
their regular commute time was reduced by a “few 
minutes.” Nearly 40 percent said they would 
support an HOV lane as a non-carpooler even if it 
increased commutes in regular traffic lanes by 

as long as 10 minutes. 


necessary now because the shoulder was not 
designed for long-term vehicle use. 

Because the I-5 bridge project was completed 
in six days rather than the anticipated three 
weeks, traffic engineers were unable to gather 
enough data to determine the effectiveness of 
the lanes. 

“Tt worked well but the closure was so short 
that we didn’t get the analysis we were hoping 
for,’ Mitchell said. “This pilot project will give 
us a real insight on how 
people view HOV lanes and 
what type of impact it will 
have on the commute during 
peak traffic periods.” 

The Washington Depart- 
ment of Transportation is 
considering the idea of 
converting a southbound 
lane in Clark County into a 
carpool lane during the 
morning commute. Any 
diamond lane on the Wash- 
ington side would coincide 
with the opening in Oregon. 
(Written by Ron Scheele, Region 
1 public information representa- 
tive, 503/731-8263.) W 


Study analyzes patterns in 
Willamette Valley commuting 


A recently competed study of commuters in 
the Willamette Valley affirms some 
assumptions and disproves others. 

“People have varying perceptions about 
commuting in the Willamette Valley,” said Brian 
Gregor, senior transportation analyst in the 
Planning Section. “These beliefs have 
implications for transportation and growth 
management decisions. Therefore, Planning 
Section staff members thought it necessary to 
better understand what’s happening in the 
region with 70 percent of the state’s population.” 

Willamette Valley residents, especially those 
living in the Portland metropolitan area, are 
worried about traffic congestion, he noted. Total 
vehicle miles traveled in the valley increased by 
more than 100 percent in the last 20 years. 

Gregor and other Planning Section staff used 
data from the 1990 Census to evaluate county- 
to-county commuting patterns, commuter flows 
to the major employment centers, and 
commuter travel on I-5. He also looked at 
relationships between travel time, jobs-housing 
balance and commuting. The data was updated 
to provide estimates of 1996 commuter travel 
based on population and employment increases. 

The results of the study demonstrate the 
strength of the relationship between commuting 
and accessibility to employment. 

“This relationship may seem obvious, but it is 
often overlooked,” Gregor said. “Most jobs are 
located in a few major urban job centers and 
most people are unwilling to commute long 
distances. In addition, cities that are nearest the 
major job centers are attractive places to live, 
and the majority of their residents will 
commute to external job locations — even from 
cities that have more jobs than employed 
residents,” he said. 


Nevertheless, fewer than 15 percent of 
Willamette Valley workers commute more than 
30 minutes. Most commuters work in the 
county where they live. 

Findings that might surprise transportation 
officials include: 

> Long-distance intercity commuters 

contribute relatively little to congestion 
in the Portland metropolitan area. 
Commuter flows from outside the 
Portland metropolitan area are very 
small compared to flows between 
portions of the area. 

> 1-5 is not the dominant corridor for 

intercity commuting. The predominant 
commuting flows are across the valley to 
major employment centers, not up and 
down the valley. For example, more 
people commuted into Portland from the 
east (27,000) and west (49,000) than 
commuted in from the south on I-5 
(16,000) in 1990. The same commuting 
pattern occurs around Salem, Albany, 
Corvallis and Eugene/Springfield urban 
areas. 

Gregor said the study indicates that efforts to 
reduce commuting should focus on areas within 
and near urban job centers. 

“The need for providing services to long- 
distance commuters is small in comparison,” he 
said. 

The complete study is available through 
ODOT’s website at http://www.odot.state.or.us/ 
tdb/planning/modeling/cms.html. 

For more information, contact Gregor at 503/ 
986-4120. (Written by Monte Turner, 
Transportation Development public information 
representative 503/986-4180.) W 


Two named All-American Roads 
Six Oregon Scenic Byways 


awarded top national honors 


ome of our nation’s most 

beautiful roads and scenery are 
right here in the Beaver State. Two 
of Oregon’s scenic byways are now 
All-American Roads, and four other 
routes were named National Scenic 
Byways by Secretary of 
Transportation Rodney Slater last 
month. 

Named All-American Roads were 
the Historic Columbia River Highway 
Scenic Byway and the Volcanic Legacy 
Scenic Byway. The Columbia River 
byway includes two segments that 
wind through the Columbia River 
Gorge, the nation’s only National 
Scenic Area. The Volcanic Legacy 
byway includes a stretch along the 
Crater Lake Rim Drive through 
Oregon’s only national park and a 
stretch through the Upper Klamath 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

“These roads are the best America 
has to offer,” said Slater. “All are 
examples of America’s pride, beauty 
and history. They are jewels.” 

The four Oregon routes named 
National Scenic Byways are the 
Pacific Coast Scenic Byway, featuring 
U.S. Highway 101; the McKenzie Pass 
and Santiam Pass Scenic Byway, a 
loop starting in Sisters; the Cascade 
Lakes Scenic Byway west and south of Bend; and 
the Oregon Outback Scenic Byway, stretching 
from Lakeview to LaPine. 

Oregon now ties Colorado with the largest 
number of national scenic routes in a state. 

The Federal Highway Administration started 
the National Scenic Byways Program in 1995 to 
- recognize highways that are truly outstanding 
examples of scenic, historical, recreational, 
cultural, archaeological, and/or natural qualities. 
The National Scenic Byways designation is 
awarded to routes that show the regional 
characteristics of the nation’s culture, history 
and landscape. 


President Clinton's recent 
visit to China highlighted the 
growing ties between the United 
States and the world’s most 
populous nation. A recent visit 
to Oregon by a Chinese delega- 
tion of construction quality 
control experts to study ODOT’s 
practices underscores the 
increasing desire on both sides 
of the Pacific to learn about the 
other. 

The delegation, nearly 
30 members strong, visited 
ODOT’s Region 1 headquarters 
in Portland last month, to learn 
how the agency designs and 
manages its road construction 
projects. The visit included a 
tour of Region 1’s Traffic 
Management Operations 
Center. 


Crater Lake Rim Drive is included in an All-American Road. Photo 
courtesy of Oregon Tourism. 


—— 


The All-American Road designation goes 
only to the country’s finest byways. To qualify, 
these routes must have features found nowhere 
else in the nation. They merit national and 
international recognition for their outstanding 
qualities, and are considered destinations in 
themselves. 

In addition to their intrinsic scenic, cultural 
and historic value, each route must be passable 
by a standard two-wheel drive vehicle and fit 
bicyclists and pedestrians. They must also have 
“corridor management plans” that will help 
guide development and activities along the 
routes to preserve and maintain them. W 


Roadside 
survey looks at 
salmon habitat 
conditions 


unique survey of Region 3’s roadsides is 

being conducted this summer. It’s a 
prototype for ODOT, and other state DOTs are 
watching it, anxious to see the results. 

The Salmon Resource Inventory is part of 
the department’s effort to follow the Oregon 
Plan, the state’s salmon initiative. Six 
surveyors and a crew leader are slowly driving 
over every mile of the region’s state highways 
to survey the transportation corridor, which is 
the area plus or minus 500 feet of the 
centerline. 

“They are looking at the corridor’s general 
land use — for example, whether it’s 
cultivated, forested or bare,” said Jason Neil, 
project manager in the Environmental 
Services Unit. “Roadside streams are surveyed 
for salmonid presence or habitat, and general 
riparian health. The crews identify wetlands 
and tributaries, and whether or not they are 
connected to salmonid bearing streams. They 
also examine how the slope of the road affects 
roadside streams, and if there are any sensitive 
plant and animal species in or near the 
corridor.” 

Neil and colleague, biologist Chris 
Sheridan, created the survey items and 
methods to capture that information, and 
transportation engineer Rob Trevis developed 
the database. 

“After the data is collected, ODOT 
biologists will visit areas of critical 
importance, such as spawning and rearing 
areas, and make any applicable changes as 
part of quality control” Neil said. 
“Transportation mapping will run the data 
through a conversion routine and produce 
resource maps which will help create 
restricted activity zone maps.” 

The resource maps display the data 
collected and will aid in project development 
and emergency maintenance activities, and 
the restricted activity zone, or RAZ, maps will 
help ODOT maintenance and construction 
crews meet Oregon Plan mandates. 

Once the resource maps are produced, 
representatives from the Environmental Unit 
will meet with maintenance managers to 
discuss and create the RAZ maps. 

“There may be sensitive zones or areas with 
high quality habitat in Region 3 that restrict 
or minimize some maintenance activities like 
grubbing, spraying or sanding,” Neil said. 
“And that’s the purpose of the surveys — to 
determine sensitive areas and modify 
management practices to satisfy requirements 
of the Oregon Plan and other agencies such as 
the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
The survey data will give essential 
environmental information to maintenance 
managers so they can make better 
management decisions.” 

The survey, paid for through State 
Planning and Research funds, should be 
completed by Aug. 31. Neil said final resource 
maps should be available this fall, and RAZ 
maps will be completed late fall or early 
winter. (Written by Meghan Dugan, Region 3 
public information representative, 
541/957-3656.) W 
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Audit proves good performance 


I wish I could meet with each of you 
individually to thank you for the hard work 
you have put in to help ODOT get more return 
on the taxpayer dollar. Your efforts in our 
efficiencies program will start to become reality 
this summer when we pave 200 more miles of 
highway than we were scheduled to pave this year. 

You remember that I set a goal for the agency 
to become known as “remarkable” by January of 
next year. I remind myself that we have less than 
six months to go. So, please do not let up on your 
efforts. We have a distance to go before the finish 
line. 

Let me update you on the progress we are 
making in several areas. You remember that last 
year I requested an audit of our programs from 
the Office of the Secretary of State. A couple of 
those reports have been released, and Iam 
pleased at what they found. The audit on the 
highway construction contracting process was 
very good news. The audit team verified that 
ODOT is managing its contracting program very 
well. Each of you who has a role in that process 
can take pride in your excellent management and 
good stewardship of our contracting process. We 
need to continue our pressure to keep costs down 
and delivery delays minimal. 


Another audit reported on sources and uses of 
funds. We have significant disagreement on the 
audit’s methodology, but the overall numbers 
came in about where we believed they should be. 
Neither audit found significant discrepancies in 
how we are doing business. Certainly, there are 
some things we can do better, and we appreciate 
those being pointed out to us. 

Two additional efforts are ongoing — a 
management review is being conducted by the 
private firm of Dye Management Group, and an 
Efficiency Committee of citizens, legislators and 
industrial representatives. The work of these two 
efforts should be available over the next few 
months. 

These external reviews are very important as 
we proceed to restore the public’s confidence in 
ODOT?s products and services. They should tell 
us where we can make changes to improve 
customer service and efficiency, and what 
processes we can streamline. But it remains up to 
each of us to do the best we can in our day-to-day 
business to improve efficiency and customer 
service. We are getting there. I ask you to keep 
charging and don’t let up. 

I look forward to seeing many of you this 
summer. 


ODOT introduces fouchscreens for training 


2 ourteen safety training programs are now 
available by just a touch to a computer 
screen. 

Employees can sit down at 11 locations and 
receive vital safety training via a touchscreen 
computer system. The pilot program includes 
the easy-to-use technology, which users will 
recognize as similar to touchscreens on some 
automated teller machines, Employment 
Division Job Info Kiosks, and lottery ticket 
machines. 

“The advantage of the touchscreen is that 
you don’t have to know anything about 
computers to access the training, just touch the 
screen, according to David Solomon, a 
training specialist with ODOT Human 
Resource Development. 

The pilot program will last through October 
and then be evaluated. 


4 


“We want to survey the students to get input 
on how to improve the program and to decide 
what types of training to offer,” said Solomon. 

For now, the training doesn’t replace 
Occupation Safety and Health required safety 
training. The eventual goal is to enhance and 
add to the touchscreen training to meet OSHA 
training requirements. What the touchscreen 
training can do right now is cut down the in- 
class time. 

For example, instructors might use the 
touchscreen to reduce a four-hour class to an 
hour or two. Students can do all the 
“bookwork” in advance and at their 
convenience and then do the “hands on” work 
in the classroom. The instructor then can focus 
on the most important points of the training. 

Touchscreens are located throughout the 
state (see accompanying list) and will rotate to 
other sites according to a schedule to be 
developed after the pilot-test phase. 

The training programs run from 30 to 60 
minutes. Since only six to eight programs can 
“fit” on a system at a time, the programs will be 
rotated periodically. 

Although there are many other training 
programs available for safety and other areas, 
HRD staff wants to find out how well this 
resource meets the training needs of 
employees, according to Kevin Alano, manager 
of HRD. 

“We want to encourage folks to take 
advantage of this new technology,’ said Alano. 
“Tt has the potential to improve ODOT 
employees’ access to high-quality, cost-effective 
training. The goal is to save them time and 
inconvenience while providing ‘just in time’ 
training to prevent injuries and help them 
work safely.” 

For more information on the touchscreens, 
contact David Solomon, 503/378-4408, or 


Available training programs | 
Back Care and Safety 

Basic First Aid 

Bloodborne Pathogens 

Coaching the Experienced Driver 
Confronting Sexual Harassment 
Emergency Planning 

Fall Protection 

Fire Prevention and Safety 

Hearing Conservation 

Lockout/Tagout 

Office Ergonomics 

Office Safety 

Right to Know (Hazard Communication) 
Video Display Terminal Safety 


Touchscreen locations 
Salem — DMV-Lana Avenue (2) 
Salem — Support Services 

Salem — Transportation Building Library 
La Grande — Support Services 
Bend — Support Services 
Ashland — Maintenance 

Shady — Maintenance 

Grants Pass — Maintenance 
Coquille — District 7 Office 
Roseburg — Region 3 Office 


anthony.d.solomon@odot.state.or.us (Written 
by Robert Smith, Finance and Administrative 


Services public information representative, 503/ 
986-4334.) 


Let the response fit the incident 
Region 4 crews build response trailers 


n rural Oregon, towns are few and far 

between. When a highway incident 
happens, ODOT crews are often the first 
on the scene. They are called out in the 
worst weather, in the middle of the 
night, to work far away from any office 
or maintenance yard. 

This past winter, three crews in District 
10 South decided to improve their ability 
to respond to incidents quickly and 
thoroughly. They needed a way to carry a 
variety of equipment, first aid supplies and 
what ever was necessary to staff barricades 
or detours far from their home ground. It 
had to be self-contained, and easy to get on 
the road. 

“We started with the idea that you'd want 
everything you need, whether it was for an 
accident, Haz-Mat spill, or a rock slide, because 
it’s a long way back to the shop,” explained Joe 
Harmon, highway maintenance specialist from 
Silver Lake. “And, we didn’t need something too 
fancy or expensive, because lets face it, there’s not 
a lot of traffic out here.” 

The LaPine and Silver Lake crews used two 
Army surplus trailers and the Chemult crew used 
an enclosed four-wheel-drive pick up truck to 
build three incident response units. By designing 
and building the steel boxes for the trailers 
themselves, the crews saved money and got just 
the arrangement they wanted. All the pick-up 
required was stocking. 


Glen Ferguson, Neal Walker and Joe Harmon, left to right, show off the 
incident response trailers their crews built to handle emergency needs. 


Each unit contains: 


> Cones > Cell phone 

> Flares > Flood lights 

> Barricades > Tools 

> Signs >» Brooms 

> A generator > Shovels 

> Foodand water =» Maps 

> ACB radio > Detour route maps 

> Binoculars > Emergency procedures 
> 


And a microwave so that crews required to staff 
barricades for 24 hours can have something 
hot to eat or drink. 

The crews brainstormed the supply list, and 
keep adding equipment that might be needed at 
an incident. Fully stocked, the trailers cost less 
than $8,000, compared to the $16,000 price tag 
for a purchased unit. Crews re-stock the units 


Fast acting crews save 
bridges and sewage ponds 


fter more than five inches of rain for 

the month of May, high water and 
floating debris on the Burnt River south of 
Huntington could have severed the Union 
Pacific’s main East-West rail line and sent 
raw sewage from Huntington’s sewage 
lagoons running into the Snake River. 
These things could have happened, but 
thanks to the fast acting Vale Bridge and 
Ontario Maintenance crews, they didn’t. 

On May 26, while performing routine 
bridge maintenance on the Burnt River 
Bridges on Interstate 84, members of the 
Vale Bridge crew noticed floating debris 
tangled in the girders and support beams 
of a Union Pacific Railroad bridge. The 
flotsam created a dam that backed a 10- 
foot wall of water nearly 75 yards up-river. 
In addition to threatening a key link in the 
Union Pacific’s East-West rail line, as the 
water continued to back up it also 
threatened an ODOT bridge on the 
Huntington Highway, a frontage road that 
parallels I-84. 

In order to prevent serious damage to 
the Union Pacific and ODOT bridges, the 
debris had to be removed and the water 
released. The city of Huntington, however, 
is just 10 miles downstream from where 
the logjam occurred. Since the city’s 


sewage lagoons border the Burnt River, 
city officials were concerned with the 
effect a 10-foot wall of water would have 
on their community. 

After conferring with the city officials, 
the Vale Bridge and Ontario Maintenance 
crews decided on a two-pronged strategy 
that would save the bridges and the 
lagoons. Using a boom truck positioned 
over the railroad bridge, the bridge crew 
began releasing water from behind the 
natural dam by slowly removing debris 
from under the bridge. While the bridge 
crew moderated the water’s release, the 
maintenance crew, using two trucks, a 
loader, and material from an ODOT 
stockpile site, began reinforcing 
Huntington’s sewage lagoons. By 10 p.m., 
that night, the logjam was removed, the 
water released, and both the bridges and 
sewage ponds remained intact. 

Ray Trusty, Public Works director for 
Huntington, said that without ODOT’s 
help, Huntington probably would have 
lost their sewage lagoons, an asset valued 
at more than $1 million. 

“We couldn’t have saved the lagoons 
without ODOT,’ said Trusty. (Written by 
Scott Fairley, Region 5 public information 
representative, 541/963-1330.) 


after every use, and check them once a 
month to make sure supplies haven’t been 
borrowed for everyday use. 

“Keeping everything in one place, ready 
to go, really helps our response time,” said 
Neal Walker, from Chemult. “This way, 
we're not hunting for supplies in the yard, 
trying to find brooms in the closet, 
barricades in the shop and cones from the 
back of another pickup. It’s all right there, 
ready to go.” 

“The units needed to be self-contained 
and theft-proof, because almost any 
incident requires two responses, one on 
each side,’ added Glen Ferguson from the 
LaPine crew. “This way, we can set up a trailer on 
one side, then the crew member can staff the 
detour on the other side.” 

With flood lights and a generator, the units can 
light up a nighttime incident for emergency 
responders, or run a variable message sign for up 
to 24 hours. 

For information about plans for the trailers, or 
the supply list, contact the District 10 South office 
in LaPine at 541/536-8354. (Written by Laurie 
Gould, Region 4 public information representative, 
541/388-6224) 


Combining ditch 
crews redirects 
$15,000 savings 
to other projects 


L used to take the Richland and Baker City 
maintenance crews six weeks to do ditch 
maintenance on the 89-mile stretch of Oregon 
86 between the Oxbow Dam on the Snake 
River and Baker City. 

Since combining their efforts and 
equipment, the two crews can do the same job 
in two weeks. According to Brad Payton, Area 
Maintenance manager for the Richland and 
Baker maintenance sections, this four week 
time savings means his crews are able to 
perform an additional $15,000 worth of 
maintenance projects each year. 

In the past, each ditch crew had two flaggers, 
a grader operator, a loader operator, a truck 
driver, and a sweeper operator and covered 
about two miles per day. The combined crew 
has nearly twice as many people (two grader 
operators, two loader operators, two truck 
drivers, two flaggers, one sweeper operator, a 
pilot car driver, and one person moving signs), 
but at eight miles per day they are able to cover 
four times as much ground. In fact the 
combined ditching operation moves so quickly 
that the person moving the Work Zone Ahead 
signs is hard pressed to keep up with the 
progress of the rest of the crew. 

Payton attributes the combined crew’s 
increased productivity to their ability to adapt 
their process to changing conditions, their 
ability to work well together, and their desire to 
be as efficient as possible. Productivity is also 
increased because crew members change tasks 
every half day to keep any one of the jobs from 
becoming monotonous. 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Appointments 


As of May. Information provided by ODOT 
Recruitment Services. 


Jennifer Adams, accounting technician 2, 
Portland. 

Albert Arbogast, highway maintenance 
specialist, Ukiah. 

Timothy Burton, information systems 
specialist 6, Salem. 

Agar Cancino, transportation services 
representative 1, Salem. 

Angela Carpenter, office specialist 1, Coos Bay. 

Stephen Chalk, highway maintenance 
specialist/entry, Hunter Creek. 

Clark Clendenin, information systems 
specialist 5, Salem. 

Gail Curtis, planner 3, Portland. 

Katherine Deane, principal contributor 3, 
Portland. 

Joel Ellis, highway maintenance specialist, 
Portland. 


Shanda Estes, transportation services 
representative 1, Beaverton. 

Richard Fredricksen, geologist 2, La Grande. 

Mark Fryman, governmental auditor 2, Salem. 

Kenneth Givens, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 

George Greef, transportation services 
representative 1, Hillsboro. 

Patrick Guthrie, highway maintenance 
specialist, Portland. 

Sharon Haley, transportation services 
representative 1, Dallas. 

Jenny Hayes, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Mark Hirr, traffic signal technician 2, Salem. 

Christie Holmgren, project coordinator, 
Portland. 

Patrick Howard, program technician 1, Salem. 

Judith Janzen, personnel officer 1, Salem. 

Monica Jaynes, data entry operator, Salem. 

Jon Jones, highway maintenance specialist, 
Portland. 

Michelle Kuchta, training specialist, Salem. 

Ana Marble, transportation services 
representative 1, Hillsboro. 


v 


Promotions 


As of May. Provided by ODOT Recruitment 
Services. 


Vickie Babcock, data entry operator to office 
specialist 2, Salem. 

Jeffrey Bell, associate transportation engineer to 
transportation engineer 1, Portland. 

Yvonne Bell, public service representative 3 to 
support services supervisor 2, Salem. 

Wayne Brown, engineering specialist 3 to 
transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Eric Burns, engineering specialist 1 to 
engineering specialist 2, Salem. 

Stuart Cobine, engineering specialist 1 to 
engineering specialist 2, Eugene. 

John Crowder, highway maintenance specialist 
to highway maintenance assistant supervisor, 
Detroit. 

Phillip Gagnier, transportation engineer | to 
principal executive manager C, Clackamas. 

Edward Goodrich, highway maintenance 
worker to highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Coos Bay. 

Benny Grant, highway maintenance specialist to 
principal executive/manager B, Salem. 

Sandra Halford, transportation services 
representative | to transportation services 
representative 2, Portland. 

Darcy Halter, office specialist 1 to 
transportation services representative 1, 
Salem. 

David Humphreys, highway maintenance 
specialist to highway maintenance assistant 
supervisor, Spray. 

Lavay Jeffries, transportation services 
representative 1 to transportation services 
office leader, McMinnville. 

Dale Jones, data entry operator to office 
specialist 1, Salem. 

Karla Keller, principal executive/manager E to 
principal executive manager/F, Portland. 

Heather King, engineering specialist 1 to 
program technician 2, Salem. 

Sherri Kirkland, transportation services 
representative 1 to transportation services 
office leader, Grants Pass. 
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Norman Larsen, information systems specialist 
5 to information systems specialist 6, Salem. 

David Millican, office manager 2 to principal 
executive/manager B, Portland. 

Jane Parker, support services supervisor 3 to 
principal executive/manager A, Astoria. 

Joseph Parker, transportation services 
representative 1 to transportation services 
office leader, Madras. 

William Plummer, public service representative 
3 to support services supervisor 2, Salem. 

Keith Russell, highway maintenance worker to 
highway maintenance specialist, Salem. 

Stephen Spriggs, engineering specialist 2 to 
engineering specialist 3, Eugene. 

Cindi Tuttle, program technician | to 
management analyst 3, Salem. 

Robert Wood, principal executive /manager B to 
principal executive/manager E, Corvallis. 

Tracy Wroblewski, accountant | to fiscal 
coordinator 1, Salem. 

Anthony Yriarte, exploration specialist 1 to 
highway maintenance specialist, Burns. 

Walter Yungen, information systems specialist 6 
to information systems specialist 7, Salem. 


Retirements 


As of June Provided by ODOT Recruitment and 
Support Services Section. 


Stephen Dalesky, highway maintenance 
specialist, Brothers, retired in May after 18 
years of service. 

Clair Fox, highway maintenance specialist, 
Salem, retired in May after 34 years of 
service. 

James Sevcik, program technician 1, Salem, 
retired in June after 31 years of service. 

Ronald Shartner, associate transportation 
engineer, Bend retired in June after 43 years 
of service. 

Harriet Spitler, office specialist 1, Springfield, 
retired in June after 18 years of service. 


Tamara Marcotte, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Yvonne Martinez, data entry operator, Salem. 

Linda McClelland, governmental auditor 1. 

Judy Meek, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Armando Oliva, transportation services 
representative 1, Medford. 

Marie Perry, engineering specialist/entry, Salem. 

Terry Poe, transaerial photographer, Salem. 

Lawrance Read, office coordinator, Salem. 

John Riedl, principal executive/manager D, 
Salem. 

Ronald Schmidt, highway maintenance 
specialist/entry, Silver Lake. 

Alexandra Seledkov, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Dianne Stafford, transportation services 
representative 2, Farewell Bend. 

Jose Tavera, highway maintenance specialist, 
Manning. 

Melissa Thomas, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Cynthia Walling, administrative specialist 1, 
Salem. 

Randy Wenick, highway maintenance 
specialist/entry, Lakeview. 

Cyril Young, fiscal coordinator 2, Salem. 


ODOT wins 
engineering 
awards 


DOT’s Access Management Program 
Manager Del Huntington and the I-5 
Columbia River Bridge repair project recently won 

annual awards from the Oregon Section of the 
Institute of Transportation Engineers. 

The department was recognized for the traffic 
management plan used during last year’s closure of 
the northbound span of the I-5 Columbia River 
Bridge between Portland and Vancouver, Wash. 

The traffic plan, recognized with ITE’s Agency 
Achievement Award, was developed by ODOT, 
Washington Department of Transportation, cities 
of Portland and Vancouver, other public agencies 
and consultants from Kittelson & Associates Inc., 
and Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas Inc. 

The plan was credited with limiting negative 
impacts of the five-day closure by providing 
motorists with a variety of transportation options 
and alternatives including high occupancy vehicle 
lanes, commuter rail service, reversible travel lanes, 
enhanced bus and light rail service, flex time and 
telecommuting. 

Del Huntington received the Individual 
Achievement Award for work during the past two 
years to revise ODOT’s access management 
policies. Access management controls the conflicts 
between vehicles as they enter and leave highways. 
The objective is to preserve the operational 
capacity, speed and safety of the road. 

The revised policies are now being incorporated 
into ODOT plans and procedures following an 
extensive public review process. 

“The recognition also belongs to many Salem 
and region staff members who helped me work 
closely with numerous transportation partners 
during this process — especially Linda Apple, Mel 
Holmes and Bonnie Heitsch,” Huntington said. 
(Written by Monte Turner, Transportation 
Development public information representative, 
503/986-4180.) 
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Sencice awar 


As of July. Provided by ODOT Recruitment 
Services. 


Qc 
wid years 
Blonson Neavoll, program technician 2, Roseburg. 


30 years 


Teresa Reel, office specialist 1, Salem. 


Aaron Ballou, highway maintenance specialist, 
Government Camp. 

Patrick Beckman Sr., highway maintenance 
assistant supervisor, Troutdale. 

Julie Bergerson, traffic survey interviewer, Salem. 

P. Callender, engineering specialist 3, Milwaukie. 

David Culver, highway maintenance specialist, 
Sisters. 

Dennis Edwards, highway maintenance supervisor 
2, Milwaukie. 

Paul Hook, highway maintenance specialist, Hunter 
Creek. 

Jerry Leavitt, principal executive/manager B, 
Warrenton. 

Dennis Scofield, program technician 2, Salem. 

Tim Thex, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 


Merri Birch, office assistant 2, Salem. 

John Brown, highway maintenance specialist, 
Humbug. 

Kendall Graham, principal executive/manager E, 
Salem. 

Richard Ingwerson, highway maintenance worker, 
Roseburg. 

Bruce Nicholson, highway maintenance specialist, 
Condon. 


Ron Kramer —Salem, from Roberta DeWeese, 
Glendale, Calif. “Thank you for being one of the 
many unsung government employees who 
withstands the abuse and serves the public. You do 
your job well — with compassion and intelligence. I 
applaud you; you possess more fortitude than I. I 
believe that if we begin to accept substandard 
performance, it becomes the standard. Your 
performance in relation to my case has been 
superior. I hope that the reverse is true and that you 
exemplify and set the standard for your 
organization. It is one worth following. 

Karla Keller and Mike Beam—Portland, from 
Vernon Ballard, chairman of the Sumner 
Association of Neighbors. “I would like to thank 
you for all of the help and cooperation you have 
given us in clearing and maintaining the greenspace 
between 924 and Sandy Boulevard and 
Killingsworth Street.” 

Mike Barker and Willard Bradshaw— 
Springfield and Salem, from Jeff and Liz Doyle, 
Monroe. “We would like to commend the caring 
and quick response from Mike and Willard for their 
patience and prompt response to signing concerns 
on the Territorial Highway. As a result of both 
signing concerns, we have received many comments 
about the improvement in traffic flow and the 
caution being used by car and truck drivers.” 

Timothy Cannon — Cascade Locks Port of 
Entry, from Connie Alvarez, Phoenix, Ariz. 
“Timothy was polite and gave me the utmost 
respect. I have never experienced this kind of 
conduct in a DOT officer.” 

Portland Bridge Field Office — from Mike 
Harrington, Safeway Stores Trucking Department. 
“T would like to commend the employees who work 
at the Portland Bridge Field Office. The employees 
perform their duties in a way that is a credit to 


Lawrence Pierson, geologist 4, Salem. 

Lisa Smith, principal executive/manager A, 
Newport. 

Kevin Stanbro, highway maintenance specialist, 
Baker City. 

Sharon Tavera, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 
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Silo 


Martin Andersen, transportation engineer 2, 
Milwaukie. 

Robert Branch, transportation engineer 1, 
Central Point. 

Virginia Carey, principal executive/manager E, Salem. 

Don Crownover, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Gregory Day, highway maintenance specialist, 
Portland. 

Dale Eichelberger, associate transportation 
engineer, Salem. 

Mark Foster, transportation engineer 1, Portland. 

Phillip Gagnier, principal executive/manager C, 
Clackamas. 

Richard Groff, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Mark Johnson, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Paul Mather, principal executive/manager G, 
Roseburg. 

Dean Nelson, associate transportation engineer, 
Salem. 

Theodore Proctor, highway maintenance specialist, 
The Dalles. 

Jan Six, transportation engineer 3, Salem. 

James Stanley, transportation engineer 1, Coquille. 

Steven Tuttle, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Donna Vincent, transportation services 
representative 2, Ontario. 

Donald Wence, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Darbie Whitbread, associate transportation 
engineer, Hermiston. 


ODOT. They treat each customer professionally and 
are knowledgeable and able to answer questions and 
find the answer if need be.” 

Mike Spaeth and Mark Grundy — Grants Pass, 
from Brent Siebold, Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department, Gold Hill. “This is a letter of thank 
you and acknowledgement for your assistance in 
the construction of the new amphitheater at Valley 
of the Rogue State Park. With your help, we have 
been able to accomplish a task we alone could not. 
We sincerely appreciate your willingness to assist us 
in this effort.” 

Tim Olds — La Grande, from Louise Squire, 
Cove High School. “I want to thank you for the 
wonderful tour of the Equipment Shop that you 
organized for the schools. It exposed my students to 
information about careers in technical fields that 
I’m sure was new to them.” 

Keith Clymer, George Rathjen and John Hazlett 
—Parkdale and Government Camp, from Jeff 
Hepler, Mt Hood Nordic Ski Patrol. “During this 
past year, our patrol purchased a small rescue 
support trailer, and stationed it at one of the ODOT 
stations. We expect to see the trailer used to deliver 
essential medical and rescue equipment to the scene 
of nordic accidents. Your crews have been very 
helpful in making this service possible.” Mr. Hepler 
continued with thanks to George Rathjen and John 
Hazlett for helping him when he was hiking and 
encountered a violent individual along the road. 
George and John escorted him and his dog to his 
car. 

Jim Brown and La Grande area maintenance — 
from Mayor Susan Briggs, Union. “Our heartfelt 
thanks for interrupting your Memorial Day holiday 
plans and calling together crews to assist in 
controlling road access to Union and signing high 
water areas. Little Creek was on a rampage out of 
our control with limited resources. Don’t know 
what we'd have done without you.” 


Kimberlee Custis, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 

Nona Doran, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Charles Landes, heavy equipment mechanic 2, Salem. 

Crescelle Patterson, administrative specialist 1, Salem. 

Karen Salter, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Lillie Sjolander, information systems specialist 7, 
Salem. 


Blonson Neavoll 


Paul Norris 
June Service Award 


Teresa Reel 


Craig Reiley and Cheryl Taylor — Salem, from 
Bob Kinney, Salem. “What a difference, what an 
improvement, what a pleasure! My wife made a 
comment when we were passing over the repaired 
area (bumps near a rail crossing), that I braced 
myself out of habit for the bumps that were there 
for so long.” 

Rich Bailey — Salem, from Carol Jackson, 
Oregon Department of Public Safety Standards and 
Training; and Ronald Steger, executive director of 
Race Against Drugs, Jackson, Mich. Both thanked 
Rich for his work with the Brooks School Race 
Against Drugs celebration. 

Jeff Bell — Salem, from James Griffin, 
Department of Justice Assistant Attorney General. 
“The Department of Justice greatly appreciates Mr. 
Bell’s care, and ODOT’s thorough implementation 
of measures to deal with our joint concerns over 
litigation.” 

Mike Newstron — Salem, from Alan and Brenda 
Roth, Lyons. “As a homeowner living adjacent to the 
Pioneer Road Bridge project, | have had 11 months 
of inconvenience to deal with. Throughout this 
project, I have been in contact on several occasions 
with Inspector Mike Newstrom. Mike has done an 
excellent job resolving many issues that have arisen. 
Mike took the time to get to know us on a personal 
level, which allowed him to make decisions that 
would have the least amount of impact to our daily 
lives and our home. It is individuals like Mike that 
make difficult projects like this one enjoyable rather 
than intolerable.” 

Walt McAllister —Salem, from Capt. William 
Laird, Canby Fire District. “On behalf of the staff, 
volunteers and Board of Directors of Canby Fire 
District #62, | want to thank you for your 
participation in the “EMS Day” activity. Due to the 
assistance of public safety professionals such as 
yourself, your organization was an integral part of 
making this event a successful one.” 


Ahhh, summer! 


MV offices have far more customers in the 
summer for several reasons: school is out 
and students are coming in for driving licenses and 
permits; people are moving into the state and need to 
register their vehicles; and vehicle sales reach a peak. 
DMV’s average customer wait time statewide in 
1997 was just more than 14 minutes. But in the busy 
summer months, that wait may be longer. 
Here is some important information you can use 
and share with family and friends on easier ways to 
do business with DMV this summer: 
> Avoid these peak business times at local DMV 
offices: 
— Mondays and Fridays 
— The first and last few days of the month 
— The “lunch hour” — usually between 
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 

> Mail driver license and vehicle registration 
renewals. This one tip can save you the most time 
of all! 

> Ifyou have to visit DEQ for emissions testing in 
the Portland or Medford areas, you can renew 
your vehicle registration. Just bring along the 
renewal reminder sent to you from DMV when 
you go to get your emissions testing done. 

> Visit a DMV Express office for quick 
transactions. Express offices are open evenings 
and weekends - from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday, and 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Saturdays. They are closed Sundays and 
Mondays. 

> Use DMV drive-up windows when possible. 

> Ifyou have to come to an office for a renewal, 
check the forms mailed to you to see what you 


For many Oregonians, a time of leisure and relaxation. For Driver and 
Motor Vehicle Services offices statewide, the busiest season of the year. 


need to fill out and what you'll need to bring with 
you before you come in. 

P Give us a call! If you have a general DMV 
business question, call your local office before 
making a special trip. 

And don’t fret. The summer season begins to 
wind down as soon as school starts again. In the 
meantime, enjoy the next three months and save 
time doing DMV business by following these tips! W 


Projects benefit 
from savings 


(Continued from page 5) 


The time saved by combining the Richland and Baker 
City ditch crews allows each crew to focus on other 
important maintenance projects. This year Payton plans 
to improve safety features along the Richland and Baker 
sections, including extending culverts farther away from 
the road’s edge, increasing shoulder width, cutting back 
brush to increase site distance, and raising guard rail 
height. 

“The extra month allows us to look ahead and be 
more proactive in our maintenance activities than we 
have been able to be in the past,” said Payton. W 


Reduce, Reuse and Recycle 


Ithough state government hase 
job of reusing and recyclingyan | 
order signed by Gov. John Kitzhaber sei 
higher commitment to reuse, reduce an 
“The intent of the new executive order is te 
establish new goals and place emphasis on waste 
reduction, and to remind'us of ing issues,’ said 
Gretchen McKenzie, State Was 
Recycling Program. 
Four recycling goals are to b 
agencies: 
> A reduction of solid waste f 
per FTE per work day to 
per work day by 2010. 
> An increase in the percentage of recycled it 
actually recycled from the current rate of 8 
percent to 100 percent by 2010. 
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ease in the’recovery rate of state office 
the current rate of 71 percent to 85 


010. 
in the recovery rate of state 
ste from the current rate of 36 
cent by 2000. An additional 
y 75 percent by 2010. 


I. recycling coordinator 
mmediately and our role 
s aware of what is in it. We 
vid using all colored papers, 
l of our new copiers will 


led mode: 
mation on the recycling executive 


_ TranScript is the monthly newletter of the 
Oregon Department of Transportation. 
TranScript’s mission is to share ODOT news 
with employees and others interested in the 


department’s activities. 
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